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Discussion
Malignant melanoma arising in association with a nevus spilus, also referred to as speckled lentiginous nevus, is rare [1, 2] . In German, nevus spilus is also named "KiebitzeiNaevus," referring to the peculiar pattern of the nevus that resembles a lapwing's egg ( Figure 7 ).
According to Happle there are two distinct types of nevus spilus [3, 4] . Nevus spilus maculosus is flat and characterized by dark brown spots on a light brown background. In this type of nevus spilus the background pigmentation histopathologically corresponds to hyperpigmention of basal keratinocytes, and the dark spots are believed to be typified by junctional melanocytes arranged in nests. In the presented case a punch biopsy of the nevus did not show a proliferation of melanocytes, but the biopsy was relatively small and sampling error cannot be excluded.
Papular nevus spilus, on the other hand, is characterized by dark brown papules or nodules on a light-brown background, although small dark spots may also be present As a possible differential diagnosis we also considered a partial unilateral lentiginosis (PUL), which seems to be a 
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Observation | Dermatol Pract Concept 2011;1(1):6 mosaic manifestation of type 1 neurofibromatosis [5] . This rare condition was excluded on the basis of clinical findings because in PUL the background is normal and not hyperpigmented and the body-midline is not crossed. In addition, our patient showed no signs of neurofibroma or café-au-lait macules [6, 7] . Phacomatosis spilorosea, a subtype of phacomatosis pigmentovascularis, could also be excluded because of the absence of telangiectasias [8] . We excluded the speckled lentiginous nevus syndrome that is characterized by a speckled lentiginous nevus of the papular type and ipsilateral neurological abnormalities such as hyperhidrosis, muscular weakness and dysesthesia because such abnormalities were not present in our patient [9] .
This case of a melanoma arising in a nevus spilus maculosus suggests that this type of nevus should be regularly observed by a dermatologist and patients should be instructed to perform self-examinations to detect changes as early as possible.
